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SUBJECT: PRESS COVERAGE OF VISIT OF USDOC ASSISTANT SECRETARY WEIL. 

REE: STATE 102484 

1. THE BRAZILIAN PRESS PROVIDED EXTENSIVE AND FAVORABLE 
COVERAGE OF THE VISIT OF ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF COMMERCE 
FRANK A. WEIL TO BRAZIL FROM MAY 12 TO 18, 1977. THE 
MAJOR NEWSPAPERS PROVIDED RELATIVELY SIMILAR, STRAIGHT 
NEWS COVERAGE OE THE EOLLOWING THEMES. 

A. THE VISIT OF MR. WEIL GAVE GOOD PUBLICITY TO THE 
OPENING OE THE TRADE CENTER. ON MAY 17, 1977, THE JORNAL 
DA TARDE IN AN ARTICLE ENTITLED, "ON (AVENUE) PAULISTA, A 
WINDOW DISPLAY OP THE USA POR THE BRAZILIAN INDUSTRIALIST," 

LISTED THE US AND BRAZILIAN DIGNITARIES WHO ATTENDED THE 
OPENING CEREMONIES AND NOTED THAT THE AMERICANS, 

INCLUDING MR. WEIL, EMPHASIZED THE MEANING OF THE 
INSTALLATION OF A TRADE CENTER IN A POREIGN COUNTRY: 

"THE OFFICIAL RECOGNITION OF (THE COUNTRY'S) ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT AND INDUSTRIAL POTENTIAL." 
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B. THE PRESS GAVE PROMINENT PLAY TO MR. WEIL'S RE- 
AFPIRMATION OF THE USG'S COMMITMENT TO FREE TRADE AND 
THE PRESIDENT'S REJECTION OFTHE RECOMMENDA- 
TIONS OP THE INTERNATIONAL TRADE COMMISSION FOR TARIFF 
QUOTAS ON SUGAR AND SHOES AS EVIDENCE OP THIS COMMIT- 
MENT. HEADLINES ON MAY 17, FOLLOWING MR. WEIL'S PRESS 
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CONFERENCE OE MAY 16 CONVEY THIS THEME: "ERANK 
WEIL SAYS THE USA DOES NOT WANT A PROTECTIONIST MODEL" 
(JORNAL DO BRASIL), "WEIL SAYS THAT AMERICANS WANT EREE 
TRADE" (ESTADO DE SAO PAULO), "THE USA AIMS AT THE 
ELIMINATION OF BARRIERSTO FREE TRADE" (CORREIO BRA- 
ZILIENSE), AND "ERANK WEIL ASSURES THAT THERE WILL 
NOT BE NEW RESTRICTIONS ON BRAZIL" (JORNAL DE BRASILIA). 
SEVERAL PAPERS PICKED UP MR. WEIL'S STATEMENT: "OF 
2500 PRODUCTS INCLUDED IN THE GSP, BRAZIL ONLY EXPORTS 
SOME 500 TO THE US, WITH LARGE MARGIN FOR IMPROVEMENT." 

C. AT THE SAME TIME THE PRESS NOTED MR. WEIL'S REMARKS 
THAT THE USG UNDERSTANDS THE REASONS EOR BRAZIL'S 
PROTECTIONISM BUT HOPES THAT BRAZIL WILL REDUCE ITS 
IMPORT RESTRICTIONS AS IT IMPROVES ITS TRADE ACCOUNT. 

IN AN ARTICLE ENTITLED "ERANK WEIL SAYS THAT 
PROTECTIONISM IN, BRAZIL WORRIES AMERICAN SECTORS," 

THE JORNAL DO BRASIL ON MAY 18 REPORTED MR. WEIL AS 
SAYING THAT BRAZIL TODAY IS SUCH A LARGE AND SUBSTANTIAL 
EACTOR IN WORLD TRADE THAT ITS TRADE POLICIES AND 
PRACTICES ARE INEVITABLY A QUESTION OF INTERNATIONAL 
INTEREST. ON MAY 18, THE GAZETA MERCANTIL, IN AN 
ARTICLE HEADLINED "WEIL EORESEES BALANCE IN THE INTER- 
CHANGE BETWEEN BRAZIL AND THE USA IN 77 ", REPORTED THE 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY AS STATING THAT HE HOPED THIS 
TRADE BALANCE WOULD "ESTABLISH A SOLID BASE FOR THE 
EXPANSION OP THE TRADE FLOW IN BOTH DIRECTIONS THIS 
YEAR, THROUGH THE FREE DEVELOPMENT OP MARKET PORCES." 

UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 03 BRASIL 04127 231825Z 

2. COMMENTS. EQUALLY AS IMPORTANT AS WHAT THE PRESS 
PRINTED WAS WHAT IT DID NOT PRINT. 

A. NO PAPER QUESTIONED THE USG COMMITMENT TO FREE TRADE, 
ALTHOUGH O ESTADO DE SAO PAULO IN AN EDITORIAL ON MAY 18 
SAID: "IN THE UNITED STATES, THE GOVERNMENT DOES NOT 
DECIDE EVERYTHING. THE GROUPS THAT EXERT PRESSURE IN 
PAVOR OP PROTECTIONISM ARE VERY STRONG THERE AND THE 
VIEWPOINT OR INTEREST OP CONSUMERS DOES NOT ALWAYS 
PREVAIL." 

B. NO PAPER SUGGESTED THAT THE OPENING OP THE TRADE 
CENTER IN BRAZIL WAS IN ANY WAY INCONSISTENT WITH THE 
IMPORT RESTRICTION POLICY OP THE BRAZILIAN GOVERNMENT. 
TO THE CONTRARY, THE PRESS CITED THE ATTENDANCE OF 
PROMINENT BRAZILIANS AT THE OPENING CERE- 
MONIES AND THE MEETINGS MR. WEIL HAD WITH PROMINENT 
GOB OPPICIALS, WHICH COULD BE CONSIDERED AS FURTHER 
OPFICIAL ENDORSEMENTS OF THE TRADE CENTER. 
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C. NO PAPER RAISED RECENT UNPLEASANT POLITICAL 
DIFEERENCES BETWEEN THE US AND BRAZIL IN CONNECTION 
WITH THE VISIT. THE PRESS COVERED THE WEIL VISIT IN 
THE TERMS WE WISHED IT COVERED, AS SYMBOLIC OF THE GOOD 
COMMERCIAL RELATIONS BETWEEN THE TWO COUNTRIES. 
CRIMMINS 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 

Channei indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: n/a 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 23-May-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977BRASIL04127 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D7701 84-01 30 

Format: TEL 
From: BRASILIA 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770530/aaaaa2iw.tel 

Line Count: 123 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: 52d5428c-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION ARA 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 77 STATE 102484 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 21 -Mar-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2416195 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: PRESS COVERAGE OF VISIT OF USDOC ASSISTANT SECRETARY WEIL. 

TAGS: OVIP, (WEIL, FRANK A) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/52d5428c-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



